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Mr. Charles Poindexter, State Librarian, -wrote immediately ex- 
pressing a desire to secure the plate by purchase. June 18, 1889, 
Mr. E. P. Bevillard, the jeweller then in possession of the relic, 
wrote, saying, " I think it belongs to the State of Virginia. Allow 
me to have the pleasure of returning it to the State of Virginia." 
Prom the correspondence, and a notice in the Evening Sentinel of 
Borne, N. V., all of which were copied at length in the Richmond, 
Va., newspapers at the time, it appears that Mr. Bevillard, a 
Prenchman but recently come into this country, bought the plate 
as old silver for $2.50 "of Edward Lea, of New London, who got it 
from Mrs. Brown, of Verona, whose husband was a soldier in the 
Union army." "It is," wrote the Rev. Mr. Taylor, "as I sus- 
peoted, a relic of vandalism." The Rome Evening Sentinel adds : 
" It is remembered that during the war a great many buildings in 
the South were pillaged by soldiers, and the presumption, a natural 
one, is that it [the coffin-plate] was taken at that time, with other 
property, from William and Mary College, of Williamsburg, Va., 
in the chapel of which rested the remains of Baron de Botetourt, 
who was a colonial governor of Virginia." 

The College of William and Mary suffered worse than pillage, 
its main building, in which was the chapel, having been fired by 
Union soldiers, and the burial vaults beneath the chapel desecrated. 
Por this unauthorized destruction the institution was reimbursed 
after thirty years by an act of Congress ; and through the courtesy 
and antiquarian interest of the Rev. James H. Taylor and the 
graceful action of Mr. E. P. Bevillard, both of Rome, N. Y., the 
college is once more in possession of the plate removed in 1862 
from the coffin of Virginia's " best beloved colonial governor." 



WILLIS FAMILY. 

Bv THE EdITOB. 

(Continued from page 24.) 
1. Col. Peancis 1 Willis, of the Virginia Council, left his large 
estate in Ware parish, Gloucester county, Virginia, to his nephew, 
% Fbanois,* son of Henry Willis. While the evidence is not direct, 
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there can be no doubt that this 2d. Francis left two sons : 3, Col. 
Francis, 3 of Ware parish, and 4, Henry, 3 who founded Freder- 
icksburg. There were two well-known brothers of those names, 
who both came from Ware parish. 

3, Feanois Willis 3 married Anne Eich, the daughter of Edward 
Eich, and niece of Elias Eich, Esq., of Saint Paul, Covent Garden, 
Middlesex, whose will, dated 29 January, 1719, was proved in Lon- 
don February 11, 1719. (New Eng. Historical and Gen. Mag., 
Vol. XLIX., p. 506.) Anne Eich was born in 1696, and died June 
10, 1727. Her tombstone, in the chancel of Ware parish church, 
Gloucester county, describes her as "the wife of Col. Francis Wil- 
lis." It bears three griffins pass, in pale for Willis, or Wyllys, im- 
paling a chevron between three crosses botonnee, for Eich. (See 
Vol. III., p. 182.) 3, Francis Willis 8 had issue by Anne Eich: 5, 
Francis*; 6, John 1 -, 7, Mary, 4 who married Lewis Burwell, Presi- 
dent of the Virginia Council. He married, 2dly, Elizabeth Smith, 
daughter of John Smith, of "Purton," and widow of Henry Harri- 
son, Esq., who died in 1732. ( Va. Mag. Hist, and JBiog.) Fran- 
cis 3 Willis was living in 1749, the date of a deed recorded in York 
county. In 1748 he was a member of the Virginia House of Bur- 
gesses. (Burk's History of Virginia.) 

5. Francis 4 Willis married Elizabeth Carter* on September 30, 
1742 (Abingdon Parish Eegister), and had issue: 8, Francis,'' who 
married Miss Perrin; 9, Eobert Carter, 6 whose will was proved in 
Berkeley county October 21, 1783, in which he directs his land to 
be equally divided between his two sons, Lewis Burwell Willis and 
Eobert Carter Willis, his estate to remain in the hands of his wife, 
Martha Willis, to bring up his children, etc. ; 10, Priscilla, 5 who 
married, 1st, Col. William Kennon,f and 2dly, David Flower, of 
Wilmington, N. C. ; 11, Henry, 6 born November 8, 1760 (Abingdon 
Parish Eegister); 12, Elizabeth, 6 who married McKain. 

* Mr. Charles P. Keith writes me in regard to the marriage of Francis Wil- 
lis to Elizabeth Carter: "On page 1 of my Addenda to Ancestry of Benjamin 
Harrison, you will see that Robert Carter, of Nomini, married Priscilla, dau. 
of William Churchill, and had Eobert, commonly called Councillor Carter, 
and Elizabeth, who married Willis. Bobert, of Nomini, was son of Robert 
(King) Carter by his 2d wife, Betty Landon." 

tCol. William Kennon came originally from Nottoway county, Virginia, 
and was a signer of the Mecklenburg Declaration. He had issue : William, 

died unmarried ; a daughter, married Boiling ; a daughter, married 

Stott; a daughter, married Lewis Burwell, whose daughter married William 
Mason McCarty, M. C, and at one time acting governor of Florida. (See 
Slaughter's Bristol Parish) 
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Bobert Carter Willis, in his will above mentioned, directs that his 
property, in the event of the death of his sons, shall go to John 
McKain, son of his sister Elizabeth. 13, Bich, 6 who died in 
Berkeley county, and who in his will, proved 24 June, 1799, gives 
his property to his "nephew," Perrin Willis, and his "niece," Ann 
Bich Willis. 

There is a deed, recorded in 1765, in York county, from Francis 
Willis, of the county of Gloucester, Esq., and Elizabeth his wife, 
mortgaging to William Nelson 1,756 acres in Bruton parish, lately 
belonging to his father, Francis Willis, Esq., and embracing three 
different tracts conveyed to his father by Sir W m . Gooch, baronet, 
Baldwin Matthews Smith, and David Long, about 1749. 5, Fran- 
cis* Willis in 1782 made a power of attorney, the original of which 
is still preserved, and reads as follows: 

"Bebkbley County, Vibginia, February 10, 1782. I do hereby certify- 
that some time in the year 1768 I put into the possession of William Kennon 
and Priscilla his wife (my daughter) two mulatto wenches, Mary and Page, 
then without children, for their use and benefit, & never vesting any right or 
title in them to the said Kennon and wife, he being in debt before he married 
my Daughter, which, I believe, was the chief reason and cause of it. As the 
cause of this Gift upon courtesy has ceased' by the death of the s a William 
Kennon and his wife, my Daughter, I doe therefore think proper to take back 
into my own possession the said negroes, " etc. [Continuing, Francis Willis 
appoints his son Bobert Carter Willis his attorney to take back the slaves, etc. ; 
and there is, on the back of the paper, a certificate, 12 February, 1782, from 
Bobert Carter Willis before the clerk of Berkeley county that " Francis Willis, 
Sen., made oath to the contents of the paper."] 

There is, however, a letter from David Flower, of Wilmington, 
North Carolina, addressed to Francis Willis, Esq., of Gloucester 
county, Virginia. In this letter, dated March 30, 1782, he acknow- 
ledges the receipt of "yours of the 25 February, by the hands of 
Col. Robert Willis, who came to settle the affairs of the late Col. 
Kennon." "You say in yours that I know the estate that Col. Ken- 
non carried from Virginia was not his own, & that he held it for 
the service of his wife and children, and your brother comes pre- 
pared to prove this. However, Col. Willis has introduced no such 
proof to me. But let it be so, the estate was brought for his wife 
and children. His wife has since become my wife, and, of course, 
what was my wife's is now mine; but if 'tis the property of Col. 
Kennon's orphans, let it appear, and I shall hold nothing from 
them, I am sure." 

In these citations there is a curious discrepancy in the reference 
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to Prisoilla Kennon, who appears to be spoken of as dead in one 
and alive in the other — the letter of David Flower : 

In the York county records there is a deed dated April 29, 1767, 
from "Francis Willis, the elder, to Francis Willis, the younger, his 
son," in consideration of a marriage "shortly to be had between 
the said Francis, the younger, and Elizabeth, daughter of John 
Perrin,"* This deed gives to said Francis, the younger, 1,800 
acres, in the county of York, together with the negro slaves, 
horses, cattle, and hogs thereunto belonging, to be void, if the said 
Francis, the elder, should convey land in Gloucester, "known by 
the name of the Neck Plantation, whereon the father of the said 
Francis, the elder, formerly resided." 

The following opinion from John Randolph, the Attorney-General, 
copied from the original, is important in this connection: 

" In the year 1767 when P. Willis the elder made a marriage contract in 
behalf of his son at the request of J° ' Perrin, he at the request of s 4 Perrin 

mortgaged a tract of Land in Gloster call'd Swamp to the s a Perrin & 

his son to oblige himself to pay a. sum of Money to Walter King which the 

*The following notes may be useful in developing an account of the 
Perrin family: John Perrin, aged 21, sailed from London in 1635. (Hotten's 

Emigrants.') John Perrin, son of Perrin, and Susannah, his wife, of 

London, came to Virginia before 1649. (Quabtebly, III., 254) The Abing- 
don Parish Register, Gloucester county, Va., gives these additional facts : 
Children of Thomas and Elizabeth Perrin : 

1, Elizabeth, baptized February 25, 1686 ; 2, Mary, baptized April the 
last, 1688; 3, John, baptized September 21, 1690. [This was Captain John 
Perrin, of Sarah's Greek, who died November 2, 1752, aged sixty-three years, 
one month and two days. Quabtebly, III., 253.] 4, Susannah, baptized 
March 2, 1698 ; 5, Catherine, baptized xber 30, 1700 ; 6, Isaac, baptized Feb- 
ruary 26, 1702 ; buried September 2, 1733. 

Children of John Perrin : 

John, son of Captain John Perrin, and Elizabeth, his wife, born December 
4, 1721; Frances, daughter of John Perrin, and Mary, his wife, baptized 
February 26, 1728. [Mary, daughter of John and Mary Perrin, died Septem- 
ber 18, 1738, aged three years, one month and five days. Tombstone, 
Quabtebly, Vol. IIL, p. 253.] 

[Elizabeth Willis was doubtless daughter of John Perrin, son of Captain 
John Perrin, and Elizabeth, his wife.] 

Children of Thomas and Sarah Perrin : 

1, Anne, born August 21, 1718 ; 2, Thomas, born September 19, 1720 ; 
3, Ptolomy, baptized October 5, 1722 ; 4, John, baptized August 11, 1724 ; 
5, Sarah, baptized September 11, 1726. 

Mrs. Mary Perrin died June 18, 1732. Thomas, son of Ptolemy and 
Mary Perrin, born July 14, 1745. Francis Whiting, married to Miss Frances 
Perrin, January 24, 1747. 
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land he devised on his son was subject to; & the s d Willis the elder * * * 
desired his son to sell the mortgaged Land which he has done & put the pur- 
chaser in possession; the Land, never was under any other encumbrance 
expect (except ?) being settled in 1742 in marriage contract by Francis Willis, 
father of the above Francis Willis the Elder, but the contract never was 
recorded & E. Willis, wife to Fras Willis the Elder, in whose behalf the con- 
tract was made, is dead, & the Contract Destroyed. Will not Willis the Elder, & 
his son, signing a Deed for the said Land make the title good to the purchaser ? 

"March 14, 1773. 

"There can be no dispute but that the Purchaser may be compelled to pay 
the money agreed on for the Land, if a Deed properly executed by Francis 
Willis the Father and Francis the son is tendered to him — this must be done 
before witnesses. I am of opinion that Mr. Willis can convey a very sufficient 
Title from Oheeseman's deed to Willis & the length of possession from the 
year 171(3 ?) which has been in the said Willis & his ancestors, & Mr. Willis 
ought to make a warranty. John Eandolph." 

Among the family papers submitted to me are letters of Lewis 
Burwell, Francis Whiting and others, remarkably well written, 
and serving to show the degree of education among the well-to-do 
Virginians of the Eevolutionary period. There is a contract dated 
September 19, 1793, between "Francis Willis, Sen., of the county 
of Gloucester," of the one part, and "Nathan Jacobs, of the county 
of Frederick, distiller," of the other part. The witnesses were 
Francis Willis, Jr., and Lewis Burwell. A distillery was to be 
erected immediately upon the property of the said Francis Willis, 
Sr., under the immediate inspection of the said Nathan Jacobs, 
and to continue for the term of one year. "And the said Francis 
Willis doth oblige himself to furnish the said Nathan Jacobs with 
necessary board and lodging, to feed the Horse of the said Jacobs 
and to furnish him, the said Jacobs, with two able hands to carry 
on the said Distillery effectually, and every necessary appertaining 
to the said business of distillery, and the said Nathan Jacobs doth 
oblige himself to produce the following quantity of good mer- 
chantable whiskey of sufficient proof and quality from the follow- 
ing grains, that is to say, six quarts to a bushel from corn, six 
ditto from buckwheat, and eight from good rye, the aforesaid 
grains to be mixed in such proportion as the said Jacobs thinks 
proper." Said Jacobs to be answerable for all defective whiskey at 
market price of good whiskey, to have liberty of absence four times 
a year for twelve days each term, every accident excepted, to forfeit 
all wages in case of any dishonest action due at the time of said 
action. Mutual penalty of one hundred pounds upon failing to 
comply with the bond. 
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This Francis Willis, Sen., must have been 8, Francis 6 Willis, 
son of Francis Willis and Elizabeth Carter. He lived at " White 
Hall" in Gloucester county, and died about December 4, 1797. 
According to papers in several suits, he left a considerable estate, 
and nine children- 14, Francis, 6 eldest son; 15, Elizabeth Carter, 6 
born September 23, 1771, and died 18 October, 1802 (tombstone 
in St. Paul's churchyard, Norfolk) ; she married Henry Hiort, at- 
torney at law; 16, John 6 ; 17, Nancy 6 (the Ann Eich, of Eich Wil- 
lis' will). She married Nathaniel Burwell, of Gloucester county, 
in the latter part of 1798. His first wife was Anne Holden * ; 18, 
Perrin (not mentioned in the suit, but mentioned as "nephew" in 
Eich Willis' will). 19, Maria 6 ; 20, Molly 6 ; 21, Nelson 6 ; 22, Elias. 6 

Of these children, 16, John Willis, 6 physician, married Nelly 
Conway Madison, daughter of Capt. Ambrose Madison, brother of 
James Madison, President of the United States, and Mary Willis, 
his wife. {Lee of Virginia, p. 53.) He died of the yellow 'fever 
in 1812, leaving issue, according to the family statement : 23, Col. 
John,'' of Orange county, who married Lucy Madison, grand- 
daughter of Gen. William Madison, another brother of the Presi- 
dent; and 24, Mary, 7 who married Col. John H. Lee, of Orange. 

23, Col. John' Willis and Lucy Madison had issue: 25, Mary 
Lee, 8 unmarried ; 26, Jane Champe, who married Major John D. 
Eichardson ; 27, John*-, 28, Claudia Marshall, 8 who married W. W. 
Scott (State Librarian, 1896); 29, Nelly Conway, 8 who married 
William Byrd Willis ; 30, Lucy C., 8 who married Charles Morris ; 
31, Ambrose Madison 8 ; 32, Eev. Andrew Johnston. 9 

27, John Willis 8 married, first, Luoy Eobinson, and had issue : 33, 
Shepherd 9 ; married, secondly, Mary Lupton, and had issue : 34, 
Lucy » ; 35, Bessie 9 ; 36, Nellie, 9 deceased ; 37, John 9 ; 38, Annie 9 ; 
39, Taylor. 9 

* Papers in a suit in Williamsburg about 1803 show that William Talia- 
ferro, the elder, married Elizabeth Holden, deceased before 1803, and had 
George, d. s. p. ; William, the younger ; Margaret, deceased, who married 

Stubbs; Elizabeth, who married John Wedderburn; Mary, deceased, 

who married John Keith. George Holden, of Ware parish, deceased before 
1777, married Susannah Perrin, who married, secondly, Samuel Washington, 
Esq. She had, by first marriage, Anne (died infant), and Susannah, who 
married Nathaniel Burwell, of Gloucester. Susannah Burwell died at nine- 
teen years, about 1795, leaving an infant, who soon died. Burwell then mar- 
ried Nancy Willis. George Holden, above mentioned, and Elizabeth Tali- 
aferro were children of George Holden and Elizabeth Hubard, his wife. (See 

QUABTEKLT, V., p. 106-'7.) 



